GENERAL PROPOSAL DEFENCE QUESTIONS & SAMPLE ANSWERS
1. Why did you choose this topic?
Sample Answer:
I chose this topic because there is a clear gap in existing research and a practical problem that needs evidence-based solutions. The issue is relevant academically and has real-world implications for policy and practice.
2. What is the main problem your study is addressing?
Sample Answer:
The study addresses the gap between current practice and expected outcomes. Despite existing policies/strategies, the problem persists, indicating that key influencing factors are not well understood. This study seeks to explain those factors.
3. How does your study differ from previous studies?
Sample Answer:
Previous studies focused on different sectors, time periods, or used different methodologies. This study fills a contextual/methodological gap by focusing on a specific population and using a more robust analytical approach.
4. How did you arrive to these specific objectives?
Sample Answer:
The objectives are aligned with the research problem. Each specific objective addresses a component of the main issue, and together they provide a comprehensive explanation of the dependent variable.Largely from the literature.
5.Why did you choose this theory?
Sample Answer:
The selected theory explains the relationship between the key variables in the study. It provides a conceptual lens for understanding causality and guides the development of hypotheses and interpretation of findings.
6. Why did you choose this research design?
Sample Answer:
The research design aligns with the study objectives. Since the study seeks to establish relationships (or explore perceptions), the chosen design allows appropriate data collection and analysis without manipulating variables.
7. Why did you choose this sampling technique?
Sample Answer:
The sampling technique ensures representation of key subgroups and minimizes bias. It was appropriate because the population is structured into identifiable categories.
8. Why did you choose these data collection tools?
Sample Answer:
The tools align with the research objectives. Questionnaires allow standardized quantitative analysis, while interviews enable deeper understanding of perceptions and experiences.
9. How will you ensure validity?
Sample Answer:
Validity will be ensured through expert review, pilot testing (factor analysis, KMO, Bartlett Test of Sphericity), and alignment between variables and measurement items.
10. How will you ensure reliability?
Sample Answer:
Reliability will be tested using Cronbach’s Alpha, with a threshold of 0.7 or above to confirm internal consistency.



11. Why did you choose this method of data analysis?
Sample Answer:
The data analysis method matches the type of data collected. For example, regression analysis is suitable for examining predictive relationships, while thematic analysis is appropriate for qualitative data.
12. What are the limitations of your study?
Sample Answer:
The study may be limited by geographic scope, and reliance on self-reported data. These limitations were mitigated through careful sampling and ethical safeguards.
13. What is the significance of your study?
Sample Answer:
The study contributes academically by filling a research gap, practically by informing decision-makers, and theoretically by testing or extending existing frameworks.
14. What ethical considerations have you addressed?
Sample Answer:
Ethical clearance will be obtained, informed consent will be secured, confidentiality maintained, and participation will be voluntary.

Final Advice: 
· Know your study deeply.
· Every decision must have justification.
· Do not argue with the panel.
· If unsure, say:
“Thank you for that observation. I will refine that section.”
Confidence + clarity + logic = strong defence.

Chapter 4 – Results / Analysis
1. Q: Can you briefly summarize your key findings?
A: Present the main results clearly, highlighting statistically significant relationships (Correlation and regression results) 

2. Q: How did your data support or contradict your hypotheses?
A: Refer to each hypothesis and indicate whether the results confirm, partially support, or do not support it, citing your regression/correlation/qualitative findings. 

3. Q: Were there any unexpected results?
A: Identify anomalies or deviations from expected outcomes and suggest possible reasons (data variability, sample characteristics, or external factors). 

4. Q: How reliable and valid are your results?
A: Discuss reliability measures (Cronbach’s Alpha, test-retest) and validity (construct, content, face validity), including any diagnostic tests conducted. 

5. Q: How did you handle missing data or outliers?
A: Describe techniques like imputation, deletion, justifying why they were appropriate.







Chapter 5 – Discussion / Conclusions
1. Q: What are the main conclusions of your study?
A: Link your conclusions directly to the objectives and findings, highlighting contributions to knowledge or practice. 

2. Q: How do your findings relate to existing literature?
A: Compare your results with previous studies, noting consistencies and differences, and explaining possible reasons. 

3. Q: What are the implications of your study?
A: Discuss practical, theoretical, and policy implications for stakeholders in your field. 

4. Q: What were the limitations of your study?
A: Honestly acknowledge constraints (sample size, scope, methodology) and their potential impact on generalizability. 

5. Q: What recommendations can you give for future research?
A: Suggest areas for further investigation, highlighting gaps that remain and how future studies could build on your work.









TAKE HOME ASSIGNMENT

Objective
To assess your ability to interpret statistical and qualitative findings, and draw evidence-based conclusions and recommendations.
Instructions:
1. Using the dataset or research findings provided (or your own study if applicable), complete the tasks below. 
2. Present your answers in a structured report (max 10 pages), using tables and figures where necessary. 
Tasks:
Part A: Results Analysis (Chapter 4)
1. Summarize the main findings of your study. Include at least two tables or figures to illustrate your results. 
2. Test the hypotheses or research questions: indicate whether each is supported or not by your findings. 
3. Identify any unexpected results and suggest plausible reasons for them. 
4. Assess the reliability and validity of your results using appropriate tests (e.g., Cronbach’s Alpha, correlation coefficients, or qualitative coding checks). 
Part B: Discussion and Conclusions (Chapter 5)
1. Compare your findings with existing literature. Highlight agreements and discrepancies. 
2. Discuss the practical and theoretical implications of your findings. 
3. Identify at least three limitations of your study and explain their potential impact on your results. 
4. Formulate at least three recommendations for future research based on your findings.
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